MASTERSHIP OF TRINITY
owes much to the influence he exerted in its favour : he took a very keen interest in its progress, and presided over the executive committee until shortly before his death. He was President of the Advisory Committee on Aeronautics from its institution in 1909 until his death in 1919. During the war his advice was often asked by the various Government Committees engaged on war work, especially on questions which involved difficult points in hydrodynamics or acoustics. In addition to his scientific attainments he was a most agreeable companion, human enough to have a store of good stories which he liked telling. Some of these are given at the end of the excellent biography by his son.
On March 5, 1918,1 was admitted to the Mastership of Trinity College. Trinity is the only College in Cambridge whose Master is appointed by the Crown, and the ritual for his admission to the Mastership differs from that in other Colleges, where the Master is elected by the Fellows. On the day of admission all the gates of the College were closed early in the morning, and no one was admitted to the College without special permission. At 12 o'clock I arrived at the Great Gate in academical costume, but wearing my hood " squared ", the way it is worn by the Proctors, which makes it look very different from the normal hood. The gate was locked and I gave three or four hard knocks at the wicket-gate ; this was opened a few inches by the Head Porter (who had been my gyp when I lived in College), who asked who I was and what I wanted. I told him my name, and gave him the Patent of my appointment, and asked him to take it to the Fellows. He took it, and then closed the door again, and I waited outside and afforded amusement to a crowd which had assembled in the street. After a very few minutes the 241                                 R